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Speech and Language Therapy – what we do



Levels of Support

Specialist
• Direct support with individual targets (1:1, paired, small group, in-class)

Targeted
• Supporting with strategies and interventions which are delivered by trained school staff 

for 1:1 or small groups
• Colourful Semantics
• Blank levels

• Lego Therapy

Universal
Strategies to support speech and language within the

classroom for all children

• Pre-teaching vocabulary

• Use of visuals 

• Staff training



Supporting communication at home

• Use of visuals to support with activities, choices and 
transitions

• Developing vocabulary

Top tips for:
• Supporting understanding

• Supporting Talking

• Developing speech sounds



Oops!

Visual timetables





Choosing boards



Transitions
• These countdowns support children to stay on task and prepare for 
transition from an activity.



Changes to routine
Prepare for change ahead of time, using resources and 
strategies such as: 

• Social stories 

• Explaining to the child what it will be like using pictures 
and videos if possible. 

• Visual calendar showing when this will happen. 



Transition - Primary to Secondary School
• Social stories

• Discussions to pre-empt change  - what will stay the 
same vs what might change. 

• Creating communication passports  - ‘about me’

• Pictures/ videos/ school tours. 

• Speaking to older siblings or friends at Secondary 
school. 





Top Tips- Developing Vocabulary

• Use everyday activities to talk about what is going on – children 
learn by repetition and by seeing and experiencing things for 
themselves

• Everyday activities can be the best talking times, e.g. travelling 
time, mealtimes, washing and dressing

• Make it fun! Play together, share stories, talk about TV 
characters or people in the news, share music.



Aided Language Displays  (ALDs)

Transition ALD:

Ball play

A symbol display where all the relevant symbolised vocabulary 
for a specific activity is displayed on a single page. 





Blanks level Bookmarks



Top Tips - Understanding



Top Tips - Talking

• Listen to your child and give them time to 
finish talking

• If they make mistakes, just repeat the word 
or sentence properly yourself

• Speak to your child in the language you 
know best, it doesn’t have to be English



Top Tips - Speech

Get down to their level, show them that 
you are listening.

Try to focus on what they say not how they 
say it.

Slow down your own rate of speech.



Top Tips - Speech

Ask questions to gather more information 
and narrow down the options they could 
be talking about. 

Encourage them to use gesture/show you 
to support their speech if they are hard to 
understand.

Don’t always pretend you can understand. 
The child is likely to know people can’t 
understand them and this needs to be 
acknowledged tactfully.



Top tips - Speech practice

• ‘Little and often’

• Practice anywhere

• Make it fun! 

• Model correct speech production



Getting help

• Seek advice If you have concerns about your child’s 
speech, language, and communication skills, please 
contact your class teacher or school’s SENCo. 

• Ask school staff We ask schools to tell parents when 
we will be visiting your child. If you would like to 
attend the session this can also be arranged by the 
school. 

• Contact us. 
• caroline.amy@surreycc.gov.uk




