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Writing Progression 
 Key Stage 2 

Writing skills are cumulative and built on year upon year.  
 

Skill Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Contexts for 
Writing 
including 
awareness of 
audience, 
purpose and 
structure 

Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar  
 
 
 
 

Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 
form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
 
In writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed 

Talk about text types, and begin to 
identify a range of features with 
increasing confidence 
 
Begin to recognise the purpose of 
different text types 
 
Identify ambitious vocabulary in spoken 
and written form 
 
Begin to engage the reader using specific 
vocabulary choices 
 
(See Writing overview for further details) 
 

Talk about varying text types including 
identifying features common to this text 
type 
 
Write in a range of genres/forms, taking 
account of different audiences and 
purposes with guidance 
 
Begin to consider a viewpoint when 
writing 
 
Include details in ways that engage the 
reader 
 
(See Writing overview for further details) 
 

Identify the audience and purpose of 
writing 
 
Select appropriate form with increasing 
independence and use similar writing as 
models for their own 
 
Write in a range of genres/forms, taking 
account of different audiences and 
purposes with increasing independence 
 
Engage reader and sustain interest by 
using features of the text type 
 
Begin to ensure consistent use of tone 
and formality 
 
(See Writing overview for further details) 
 

Identify audience, tone and purpose with 
accuracy and independence 
 
Select appropriate form independently 
and use similar writing as models for 
their own 
 
Write in a range of genres/forms, taking 
account of different audiences and 
purposes. 
 
Maintains interest for the reader through 
varied use of devices, structures and 
features 
 
Consistent use of tone and formality  
 
(See Writing overview for further details) 
 

Planning 
Writing 

Plan writing by discussing and recording 
ideas within a given structure 
 
Compose a number of sentences orally, 
including making specific vocabulary 
choices, before writing 
 
Use ideas from their own reading and 
modelled examples to plan their writing 

Compose and rehearse sentences orally 
(including dialogue), progressively 
building a varied and rich vocabulary and 
an increasing range of sentence 
structures 
 
Make notes from writing similar to that 
which they are planning to write and 
turn these into sentences 

Make organised notes from writing 
similar to that which they are planning to 
be able to form a variety of sentences  
 
Choose a planning structure suitable for 
their text type 
 

Note and develop initial ideas, drawing 
on reading and research where 
necessary 
 
Begin to consider viewpoint 
 
Consider authorial choices and impact on 
the reader 
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Skill Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Begin to make notes from writing similar 
to that which they are which they are 
planning to write and turn these into 
sentences 
 

 
Organises or categorises information 
based on notes from several sources 

Drafting 
Writing 

Refer to their planning when writing 
 
Orally rehearse structured sentences and 
sequences of sentences 
 
Use time conjunctions 
 
Make careful choices about vocabulary 
used 
 
Begin to group related material together 

to form simple paragraphs 

 
In narratives, ensure a clear opening 
paragraph which explores setting and 
character  
 
Write a non-narrative using simple 
organisational devices such as headings 
and sub-headings 
 

Refer to and expand upon their planning 
when writing 
 
Ensure sentence choice enhances 
structure e.g. time adverbials, 
conjunctions and prepositions 
 
Group similar information into 
paragraphs and begin to understand 
when a new paragraph should begin e.g. 
time, setting or character  
 
In narratives, create increasingly 
effective settings, characters and plot 
 
In non-narrative material, use simple 
organisational devices (headings & 
subheadings) with increasing effect 
 
In non-narrative, begin using appropriate 
introduction and concluding paragraphs 

Select appropriate grammar and 
vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance 
meaning  
 
Write narratives, describe settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrate 
dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action  
 
In non-narrative, use introduction and 
concluding paragraphs as well as opening 
sentences, specific detail/examples and a 
concluding sentence within a paragraph 
 
Link ideas across paragraphs using 
cohesive devices  
 
Proofread their work to précis (edit an 
shorten) longer passages by removing 
unnecessary repetition or irrelevant 
details  
 
Begin developing material in a logical 
manner though it may not always be 
secure 

Make changes to vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation to enhance effects and 
clarify meaning 
 
Write increasingly effective narratives, 
describe settings, characters and 
atmosphere and integrate dialogue to 
convey character and advance the action  
 
Use paragraphs purposefully to clearly 
structure main ideas across the text 
 
Use a wide range of devices to build 
cohesion within and across paragraphs  
 
Use further organisational and 
presentational devices to structure text 
and to guide the reader 
 
Ensure style and form is consistent and 
that developing material is introduced in 
a logical manner 

Editing 
Writing 

Begin to evaluate their own and others’ 

work and  assess whether it addresses 

the audience and purpose of the text 

type 

Discus what they have written with the 

teacher or other pupils, identify some 

Evaluate their own and others’ work and 

ensure it addresses the audience and 

purpose of the text type  

Propose changes to grammar and 

vocabulary to improve consistency, 

Assess the effectiveness of their own and 

others’ writing 

Propose some changes to vocabulary, 

grammar and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning 

Propose most changes to vocabulary, 
grammar and punctuation to enhance 
effects and clarify meaning 
 
Distinguish between the language of 
speech and writing and choose the 
appropriate register 
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spelling and punctuation errors and 

make some changes to grammar and 

vocabulary 

  

including accurate use of pronouns in a 

sentence 

Proof-read and pick up on some spelling 

and punctuation errors 

Use additional resources such as a 

dictionary to aid accuracy and a 

thesaurus for more focused language 

Ensure the consistent and correct use of 

tense throughout a piece of writing 

Ensure correct subject and verb 

agreement when using singular and 

plural  

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation 

errors with more accuracy 

 
Consistently proof-read for spelling and 

punctuation errors 

Performing 
Writing 

Read writing to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and 

controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 

Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and 
movement so that meaning is clear. 

Vocabulary Extend the range of sentences with more 
than one clause by using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including when, if, 
because, although 
 
Begin to choose nouns or pronouns 
appropriately for clarity and to avoid 
repetition 
 
Begin to use formal language when 
appropriate 
 
Begin to use dictionaries and thesauruses  

Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately 
for clarity and cohesion and to avoid 
repetition 
 
Use formal language when appropriate 
 
Use language features that enhance 
writing such as similes, metaphors and 
alliteration  
 
Begin to use language as a tool for 
creating atmosphere within narrative 
 
Use dictionaries and thesauruses to 
extend and improve their vocabulary 
choices 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey 
complicated information concisely  
 
Begin to use vocabulary choices to show 
formal and informal within a text e.g. 
when a character is speaking or quotes 
within a newspaper 
 
Begin to use vocabulary concisely and 
accurately to convey meaning 

Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility 
 
Use vocabulary choices to show formal 
and informal within a text 
 
Use specific language choices as a tool 
for creating atmosphere within narrative 
 
Use a range of figurative language to 
create vivid imagery 
 
Use vocabulary concisely and accurately 
to convey meaning 

Phonics and 
whole word 
spelling 

Spell further homophones  
 
Spell words that are often misspelt  

Apply simple spelling rules and guidance from National Curriculum English Appendix 

1: Spelling 

Spell some words with ‘silent’ letters 
 
Continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often 
confused 
 
Use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the 
spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically, as listed in 
National Curriculum English Appendix 1: Spelling (National Curriculum)  
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Other Word 
Building 
Spelling  

Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them  
 
Place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals and in 
words with irregular plurals 
 
Use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 
 
Apply simple spelling rules and guidance from National Curriculum English Appendix 
1: Spelling 

Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them 
 
Use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 
 
Use the first 3 or 4 letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a 
dictionary 
 
Apply simple spelling rules and guidance from National Curriculum English Appendix 
1: Spelling 

Transcription Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words 
and punctuation taught so far. 
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Handwriting     
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Grammar     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


